June 17, 2008 

Town Board Minutes 

A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on June 17, 2008 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 
LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember 

ANN LINDAU


Councilmember 

RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember 
*JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember
ABSENT
Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.

Town Attorney 



GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 



ROSEMARY BOYLE-LASHER
Assistant to the Director 

of DOTS 
JEFF TKACS
DES, Homeland Safety & Security Coor.

CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Res. Coor. 

RENE BRACKEN 
Deputy Town Clerk 

KATHLEEN BURLESON
Director of Environmental








Services
* * * * * * * * * * 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:40 p.m.
* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

Supervisor Puglisi introduced Thomas BelFiore, Commissioner of Westchester County Public Safety, Westchester County Police Detective Thomas Camerino, Sgt. Vincent Antoneccio and other members of the Westchester County Police Explorer Post 2007 who then led the Pledge to the Flag.

* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS
Supervisor Puglisi spoke of Westchester County Police Explorer Post 2007 being comprised of 9 young men and women from 3 local high schools in the Town of Cortlandt - Croton Harmon High School, Walter Panas High School and Hendrick Hudson High School and their winning of 3 major awards in May, 2008 in a regional competition that tests the participants on their judgment and skills.  She expressed how proud she is that they are from our community.
Supervisor Puglisi called upon Commissioner Thomas BelFiore who spoke of this new program which encourages young men and women, ages 14 to 21, to understand and join the police department in the future and he then thanked all involved.

Certificates of awards were distributed to the explorers: George Huilca, Daniel Seymour, Bryan Cacciotoli, Maxana Weist, Roxanne Castano, Ashley Pedrosa, Nicole Kelly, Stephanie Barbosa, and Sean Admundson.

Supervisor Puglisi read proclamations to Detective Thomas Camerino, Sgt. Vincent Antonecchia and Commissioner Thomas Belfiore commending them for their participation in this program for young leaders. 
The Employee of the Quarter Award was presented to Pat Scanlon. The Supervisor described his life and his history as a Town of Cortlandt employee in 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

the Highway Department.  Kathleen Burleson spoke of his leadership and Frank Farrell presented the award.

Supervisor Puglisi noted that various Memorial Day ceremonies and parades took place. She then spoke of the continuation of fiscal conservatism this year in the community to keep Town finances sound. Because of the increase of gas prices, the Town will be looking at some Town owned and private properties that could be turned into “park and rides” - more information to follow.  The Town is working on various ideas to work through this gas crisis.
3rd Annual Cortlandt Family Fun Day will be in September and Supervisor Puglisi encouraged residents to volunteer, 

Jeff Tkacs was called upon and discussed the Global Warming Citizen Advisory Council and a few areas of focus for them, which are improving information on global warming, a review of energy audits of Town Hall and other buildings, sharing information with other regional governments, school districts and the business community, assisting implementation of 12 action plan items of the U S. Mayor’s Climate pledge, and continued monitoring of the the Town progress of “How Green is My Town.”  He then named the volunteers.

* * * * * * * * * *

ROLL CALL 

On a roll call attendance was taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all Town Board Members indicated their presence noting the absence of Councilmember SLOAN. 

* * * * * * * * * *
TOWN BOARD REPORTS 
Councilmember Sloan:
ABSENT
Councilmember Becker: discussed how he thinks in terms of solutions and has been perplexed about what can be done locally. He hears everyday of patients who can’t afford their medications and the cost of feeding a family of 4 will be going up, fuel is going up- so we need to plan and work as a community. He urged residents to start now to put aside money for fuel oil in order to plan for the winter and be proactive regarding oil prices.
Supervisor Puglisi asked if homeowners are able to get a group rate for oil and suggested that this be checked into in order to suggest a coalition of owners for fuel.
Councilmember Lindau:  Suggested that residents log on Westchestergov.com where they had “metro pool” encouraging employees to car pool together.  She was also pleased to announce the start of the Dog Park with a meeting of the staff and the contractor.  Councilmember Lindau also discussed her attendance at the Hudson Valley Gala Gateway Chamber of Commerce dinner on behalf of the Town and the presentation of the Maureen Erickson Award, a longtime town volunteer.  She encouraged residents to patronize the local businesses and restaurants
Councilmember Farrell:  spoke of attending the Veteran’s ceremony on Memorial Day in Croton and how they did outstanding job presenting a meaningful and moving ceremony. The American Legion had a ceremony with a table set for a missing veteran and its symbolism. Councilman Farrell also 
TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)

represented the Board for an Eagle Scout ceremony for Dean Piccerello of Pack 36 at Elks Club and recognized his accomplishments as a Boy Scout and his project to refurbish and improve the landscaping at the Montrose Gazebo. Councilman Farrell also spoke of the need to “tighten belts” referring to an item on the agenda to award a contract to AKRF in which to do some planning for the Town at Martin Park in Verplanck.  He stated that while it is a worthwhile expenditure, they will nonetheless ask the Town’s staff to do the best it can “in house” and to continue to go after grants.
Supervisor Puglisi- stated that the contract award to AKRF will be removed from the agenda and the Town will work on it “in- house”.  The dog park will be 1/3 of pre-proposed price of $90,000. completed by the end of summer.
* * * * * * * * * *

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Councilmember Farrell moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 
May 13,2008 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion and all voted AYE. 

* * * * * * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

(All Public Hearings conducted at this meeting are to be found fully transcribed and entered into the Official Public Hearing Minute Book located in the Office of the Town Clerk.)

The following Public Hearing was conducted:  Public Hearing to consider the Establishment of the Sunset Ridge Drainage District.
Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the Notice of Hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper. 

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 8:15 p.m.

DISCUSSION
Supervisor Puglisi asked Ed Vergano. Town Engineer, for an explanation.  

Ed Vergano explained the it is a recently approved 6 lot subdivision located at the top of Locust Ave., ¼ mile or so from Rt. 6.  Supervisor Puglisi noted that this went through the planning board’s process and is now in front of the Town Board.

There was no further discussion

A motion to close the hearing, adopt a negative declaration and adopt the resolution was made by Councilmember Becker and seconded by Councilmember Lindau.  

All voted AYE
RESOLUTION # 162-08 – RE: Adopt a negative declaration with respect to the establishment of the Sunset Ridge Drainage District.
RESOLUTION # 163-08 – RE: Adopt a resolution with respect to the establishment of the Sunset Ridge Drainage District.
* * * * * * * * * *
HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
Sue MacDonald-19 Susan Lane- asked for explanation of 15 a and 15 j on the agenda- both having to do with Annsville Circle and waterfront proposals.
Supervisor Puglisi explained that on 15 a, AKRF is working on a larger scope of planning for this vicinity so the Town wants to incorporate this item in the larger project. Ed Vergano explained the location of this project. They want the whole master plan for the vicinity.  Supervisor Puglisi confirmed that the Town is going forward with 15 j and submit grant applications. She asked the Town Clerk to change the wording from “strategy” to “plan”.
Andrew Fisher- commended the Round–a-Bout and commented how it should be added to the list of Town accomplishments and its advantages- that it saves gas and adds less air pollution. He suggested the Town might want to consider keeping figures regarding savings due to the round-a-bout.
He also offered a suggestion regarding the “park and rides” to the adding of bus stops and shelters, and also try to coordinate the bus schedules with the train schedules. He explained that oil companies have $2.00 hike from lock-in rate, so people can use bio fuel – from home grown plant matter.  New York State just passed tax credit to offset increase in cost and this will help by using 20% less pollutant into the atmosphere.

Mr. Fisher commented on the parking on Locust Ave. and Rt. 202 by taxi company employees which makes it hard to turn as it affects sight distance.
He also discussed the Quadracentenial- spoke of “Manahatta Project” a study of what Manhattan looked like in 1609 and one could see the pace of development, etc, and he suggested that perhaps the same could be done for Cortlandt. He then encouraged residents to attend a presentation by the Global Warming Committee in Putnam Valley Grange Hall on June 25th.
Supervisor Puglisi encouraged volunteers for the Quadracentenial Celebration.
* * * * * * * * * * 

BID REPORTS 

NONE

* * * * * * * * * * 
REPORTS

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion.  
April, 2008 Reports from DES/Highway, the Water Division of DOTS, Town Justices and the Receiver of Taxes.

May, 2008 Report from the Purchasing Department, Highway/DES, the Office for the Aging, the Water Division of DOTS, the Receiver of Taxes, Town Justices, and the Town Clerk.

* * * * * * * * * * 

OLD BUSINESS 
Receive and File the following:  

1.
Letter from the Verplanck Residents’ Association in support of CDBG 
Funding for the Broadway Phase II River to 5th Street Project.

2.
Reports from DES with respect to the following:


a)  Drainage issues on Locust Avenue


b)  Demolition of a building on Lafayette Avenue


c)  Guide Rails on Red Mill Road.

OLD BUSINESS, (cont.)

3.
Letter from New York State DOT with respect to parking on Locust 
Avenue and Rt. 202.
* * * * * * * * * *

NEW BUSINESS 
Receive and File the following:  

1.
Letter from Spencer Shea with respect to safety issues on Old Oregon 
Road; and refer to DES, KOTS and the County and State Police.

2.
Letter from CCVAC with respect to fencing at the Cortlandt Community 
Volunteer Ambulance Corp. facility in Montrose; and authorize same.

3.
Quadracentennial Report from Chair Laura Lee Keating and member list 
for 2009 Historic Celebration.

There was no discussion.  All voted AYE.  
RESOLUTION # 164-08 – RE:  Authorizing the erection of a fence along Town owned property.
* * * * * * * * * *
RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Becker:

RESOLUTION # 165-08 - RE: Appoint Edward Longin and Christopher Pritchard as Assistant Working Foremen in the Department of Environmental Services- Highway Department.
RESOLUTION # 166-08 - RE: Appoint Rebecca Ferguson to the title of Senior Recreation Leader per civil service procedure
RESOLUTION # 167A-08 - RE: Appoint seasonal employees in the Department of Environmental Services – Recreation Division for the year 2008.
RESOLUTION # 167B-08– RE: Appoint seasonal employees in the Department of Environmental Services for the year 2008
RESOLUTION # 167C-08 – RE: Extend the appointment of the following seasonal employees in the Department of Technical Services – Water Division for the summer season of the year 2008.
RESOLUTION # 168-08- RE:  Appoint members to the Cortlandt Hazard Mitigation Plan Grant Committee
RESOLUTION # 169-08- RE:  Appoint members to the Cortlandt Global Warming Citizen Advisory Committee
RESOLUTION # 170-08- RE:  Authorize DES managers to attend highway classes at Cornell
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION # 171A-08 - RE: Directing DES to evaluate Town property for possible park and ride sites.
RESOLUTION # 171B-08 - RE: Requesting additional bee-line bus stops.
RESOLUTION # 171C-08 – to the New York State DOT with respect to a park and ride.
Discussion:
Councilmember Lindau:  Noted that she interviewed both Christopher Pritchard and Edward Longin, employees for upgraded positions, and is very pleased with this decision.  Supervisor Puglisi thanked them for their work for the community. She also congratulated Becky Ferguson, Assistant Youth Director, on her upgrade.
Supervisor Puglisi also thanked the Members of Global Warming Committee who were introduced and asked to stand.

All voted AYE

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Becker:

RESOLUTION # 172-08-RE: Authorize Town Staff to apply for grant funds with respect to a rain garden at the proposed Youth Center.
RESOLUTION # 173-08-RE: Authorize fireworks permit to Our Lady of Mt. Carmel.
RESOLUTION # 174-08-RE: Authorize closing of certain streets in Verplanck for Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Festival to be held July 17, 2008 through July 20, 2008.
RESOLUTION # 175-08-RE: Authorize an agreement with New York Power Authority with respect to solar panels at the youth center.
RESOLUTION # 176-08- RE: Authorize the Supervisor to execute an extension agreement with Westchester County with respect to special equipment for first responders.

Discussion: 
Supervisor Puglisi reminded all to go to Mt. Carmel Feast in Verplanck on 
July 17 - July 20
All voted AYE

Councilmember Becker moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Lindau:

Authorize the following with respect to the Department of Technical Services:

RESOLUTION # 177-08 - RE: Authorizing the Supervisor to execute various contracts accepting member item funds from Senator Vincent Leibel.
RESOLUTION # 178-08- RE: Authorize Director of Technical Services to transfer surplus VAC-ALL to NYJWW
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION #   179-08-RE:  Authorizing payment with respect to the elimination of a trailer at the Martin Trailer Park.  
RESOLUTION # 180-08- RE: Authorize the Planning Division to apply for a NYSDOT Transportation Enhancement Grant for the Annsville Circle Pedestrian Path.
RESOLUTION # 181-08- RE: Authorize an agreement with Westchester County with respect to Phase II Regional Storm Water Education Outreach Program.
RESOLUTION #182-08- RE:  Authorize the Town Supervisor to enter into an Intermunicipal Agreement (IMA) between all of the members of the Northern Westchester Watershed Council (NWWC) to explore the formation of a regional storm water entity to assist the NWWC  communities with meeting the requirements of the new storm water regulations.
RESOLUTION # 183-08-RE: Direct town staff to develop a Verplanck Waterfront Master Plan
RESOLUTION # 184-08- RE: Authorize Director of Technical Services to extend existing personal services agreement with Leggett, Brashears & Graham, Inc.
RESOLUTION # 185-08- RE: Authorize Director of Technical Services to readvertise for bids to rebuild Croton Avenue retaining wall.
RESOLUTION # 186-08-RE: Authorize Director of Technical Services to enter into contract with Santucci Construction Corp. to stabilize Town embankment and culvert.
RESOLUTION # 187.08-RE:  Authorize Director of Technical Services to solicit proposals from contractors to stabilize bank near Kings Ferry Road.
RESOLUTION # 188-08- RE: Authorize Director of Technical Services to enter into contract with the daylight savings company for an energy audit of the Town Hall.
RESOLUTION # 189-08 – RE: Authorize the Department of Technical Services, Planning Division to apply to the New York State Department of State for a grant for the visioning and development of a local waterfront revitalization strategy plan.
RESOLUTION # 190-08- RE:  Amend the V&T code to remove two (2) existing stop signs on Dimond Avenue; and replace with speed table signage.
RESOLUTION # 191-08-RE: Schedule a public hearing for August 12, 2008 to consider the elimination of billboards within the Town.
Discussion:

Supervisor Puglisi: Thanked Vincent Leibel for being good friend of
Town Of Cortlandt.  She spoke of 12C-  that this is one idea, other thoughts are welcome from the public for ideas. Councilman Farrell asks that it be amended to say “any other public amenities”

Supervisor Puglisi: The Town Staff will work on Waterfront Master Plan in order to save money and energy audit.

The Supervisor also commented on working with Councilman Becker to eliminate billboards. Councilman Becker commented that the public brought up getting rid of billboards often while he was campaigning.
All voted AYE

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, that the correspondence be received and ordered filed and the resolutions be adopted.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion.  

RESOLUTION # 192-08-RE: Resolution in support of a New York State Constitutional Amendment to protect local governments from unfunded mandates.
RESOLUTION # 193-08-RE: Authorize Director of Technical Services to solicit proposals for improvements within Westchester Mall Drainage District.
RESOLUTION # 194-08: RE: Award a contract with respect to air conditioning repairs at the Cortlandt Art Center Building
RESOLUTION # 195-08- RE: Change order No. 1, Contract te2008.04, “Meahagh Park Site Restoration”

RESOLUTION #196-08-RE: Schedule a Public Hearing for July 15, 2008 to consider a local law for a moratorium on outdoor furnaces.
Discussion:
Tom Wood explained that due to the cost of fuel, residents are approaching the Town with respect to installing the furnaces. New York State Building Code doesn’t regulate this, so this law allows the Town to impose a moratorium so installation will be stopped until decisions are made regarding them. 

Councilman Farrell added that these decisions should also include the installation of the furnaces.
There was no additional discussion.  All voted AYE.  

* * * * * * * * * *
BUDGET TRANSFERS
NONE
* * * * * * * * * *
REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 
NONE
* * * * * * * * * *
SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS 
John DeBenedictis - 75 Westminster Drive- Commended the Town for their awareness of the economy and stated that the biggest stumbling block is school taxes. He explained that over 7 million dollars is now being proposed to be spent 
SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS, cont.
at the Hendrick Hudson School District and it is time for the Town to weigh in on spending in School Districts.

Supervisor Puglisi emphasized the need for shared services to keep taxes down.
* * * * * * * * * *
ADJOURNMENT 

In memory Dr.Sal Presioso
Councilmember Farrell moved that the meeting be adjourned at 9:00 pm, seconded by Councilmember Becker. 
* * * * * * * * * *

Respectfully Submitted, 

JO-ANN DYCKMAN, 

Town Clerk 
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